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Traditional

style
After years of searching for a self
build opportunity, Nick and Sue
Price realised their dream home
on an idyllic plot in Hampshire

N

ick and Sue Price had dreamt of building their own
home for 15 years before they finally found the perfect
plot to transform their vision into reality. During that
time they lived in a modern property in a commuter
village in Hampshire. “It was very convenient for family life,” says
Sue. “It was great that the children could walk to school and cycle
around the village to meet up with their friends. When they grew
up and left home we wanted something a little more rural in a
quieter situation, and with a garden that wasn’t overlooked.”
Having lived in Hampshire for 25 years, the couple were keen
to stay in the same area, so looked within a 30 mile radius of
Alton. They kept their eyes and ears open for a suitable site, but
experienced two unsuccessful bids for plots as they weren’t able to
sell their existing house quickly enough. “We realised, through bitter
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experience, that the only way that we were going to get our hands
on a suitable plot was to be in a position to move swiftly,” says Nick.
Fortunately, the ideal self build plot soon presented itself: a twobed bungalow set within two acres of flat land with planning consent
for a replacement dwelling. The permission was for a six-bedroom
townhouse and a three-car garage with accommodation above. This
was larger than Nick and Sue wanted and wasn’t a style they were keen
on. Therefore, they decided to put in a new planning application for
something that was better suited to their requirements.

Inspiration & research
Encouraged by a local friend who has built several Potton homes,
including the barn-style one he currently lives in, Sue and Nick were
interested in a similar kind of abode. They conducted thorough
www.self-build.co.uk
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A set of bifold doors glide back to create a broad
research, visiting a number of self build
aperture leading directly into the large garden
exhibitions and an event at the National Self
Build and Renovation Centre in Swindon.
There they saw the Potton show house,
which led to a journey to the company’s
show centre in St Neots for a presentation
about budgeting for a bespoke project.
“Creating your own house can be daunting
so we wanted to have a clear understanding
of the whole process,” says Nick.
The couple soon decided that Potton’s
Milchester House design would suit them,
but they wanted a scaled down version of the
standard scheme. With help from the firm’s
consultant/designer Sean Adams, Sue and
Nick reduced the size of the plans and
played around with the layouts until they
had their perfect floorplan.
The bespoke design included a large
open-plan kitchen-living area and a vaulted
master
bedroom,
plus an
inglenook
fireplace in the living room.
bedrooms, while still feeling like a manageable size. With Potton
The 260m2 house would give
producing the technical and construction drawings, Sue and
Nick could leave everything safely in the package company’s
the couple everything they
hands rather than using a separate architect.
wanted, including four
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FACT FILE
NAMES Nick & Sue Price
OCCUPATIONS Finance director
& operations manager
LOCATION Hampshire
TYPE OF PROJECT Self build
STYLE Georgian
CONSTRUCTION METHOD
Timber frame with external finish
in block & render
PROJECT ROUTE
Design & planning by Potton.
Homeowners project managed
PLOT SIZE 1.8 acres
LAND COST £628,000
BOUGHT October 2014
HOUSE SIZE 270m2
PROJECT COST £445,000
PROJECT COST PER M2 £1,648
TOTAL COST £1,073,000
BUILDING WORK COMMENCED
June 2016
BUILDING WORK TOOK
46 weeks
Sliding sash windows enhance
the traditional feel of the property

CURRENT VALUE
£1,300,000

I wish we had done
this 10 years ago

’’

The kitchen island provides a central area for preparing
food, with plenty of space for storage underneath
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Rooflights have been fitted in the bathroom to
ensure the space is flooded with natural light

The spacious hallway creates a
welcoming entrance for the home

ONCE YOU’VE DECIDED to
self build, make sure that you are in a
position to move quickly when it comes
to securing a plot. It is frustrating and
disheartening to set your heart on a
place, only to lose out to someone else
who is able to move faster than you.
DECIDE ON YOUR BUDGET and
then stick to it. The easiest way to do
this is to make sure that you’re happy
with all your design decisions before you
get started, and then don’t make any
alterations. Modifications will mean extra
costs and the budget can very easily
go astray as a result.

Successful venture
After 15 years of dreaming about tackling a
self build project, Nick and Sue were finally
able to create their own bespoke home –
and what a great sense of satisfaction they
had when it was all completed. “It was
certainly hard work and extremely tiring,”
says Sue. “The last three months felt like
forever.” Her favourite part of the whole
process was putting together the finishing

ALLOW A CONTINGENCY of an
extra 5-10% of the cost for each stage
of the build. Also remember to take into
account the price of removing debris and
soil from the site. If landscaping, don’t
forget to factor in the cost of topsoil.
ALWAYS TRY TO DEVELOP A
GOOD RELATIONSHIP with the
people working on your site. We made
sure we paid every bill within 24 hours of
receiving it, which helped to keep the
building teams and tradesmen happy.
We’re sure that meant they were keen
to do a good job and go the extra mile.

The inglenook fireplace in the living room
contains a cosy woodburning stove

THE DEVIL IS IN THE DETAIL.
Make sure you really understand what
each person on site is meant to be doing
and that they take responsibility for their
work. Construction sites often have
several people working there at the same
time, so inevitably errors can occur.

As the site had been bought with full
planning permission in place, the couple
assumed that all the relevant boxes had been
ticked. They were confident that getting
consent for a smaller property than was
previously agreed would be straightforward,
but things didn’t turn out to be that simple.
When the pair put in the new application
for their final design, they were informed
they needed to carry out ecological and bat surveys. It transpired
that this step had, unfortunately, been overlooked previously. “The
bat assessment was very thorough,” says Nick. “They even sent two
representatives to conduct an overnight watch in the pouring rain!”
The couple were then told they couldn’t demolish the bungalow
between October and March, as there was a possibility that bats
might roost there during that period. As it turned out, no bats were
found, but the Prices were several thousand pounds out of pocket.
One of the benefits of this particular plot was that the new house
had consent to be sited on a different footprint from the bungalow,
which would be demolished when the new home was finished.
This meant Nick and Sue could live on site throughout the build.
This saved money on rent and meant they were always on hand.
Nick, a finance director, chose to take on the role of project
manager. Years earlier he had worked as an officer in the Corps
of Royal Engineers building bridges, roads and even airfields, so
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financial gain. It wasn’t long before he
reconsidered and threw the concrete roof
tiles into a pile of hardcore.
The Prices got onto the roof to put their
mark on the new self build by carving their
initials and the date into the chimney when
the final brick was laid. They’ve included a
time capsule in the haunches just below the
chimney pot. This holds contemporary
items such a newspaper cutting, a little
money and a note to future owners.

so pleased with the initial work they decided
to use the same team for the external brick
and block application, as well as the hard
landscaping. The couple were also delighted
with their brilliant roofing contractor. They
were impressed with how quickly and
efficiently the Potton frame was erected,
too. “It was fantastic to see a house all of
a sudden,” says Sue. “It was definitely one
of the highlights of the build.”

Hands-on project

he could read and understand technical drawings. The decision to be
on site was a sensible one, but it wasn’t always easy. “Trying to keep
a tiny bungalow clean and habitable when you’re living on a building
site in the winter, with an unbelievable amount of mud, was an
impossible task,” says Sue. “Having a large dog only made it harder!”

Construction begins
Nick recruited a retired local builder to work as a part-time project
consultant, who turned out to be invaluable in advising on some
of the technical and detailed aspects of the scheme. He put the
Prices in touch with good contractors, including excellent local
ground workers who constructed the foundations and slab.
This stage was fairly straightforward; there was only about 1m
of clay to get through before they hit chalk. Even so, the Potton
team were very impressed with the accuracy, saying the levels
were absolutely spot on – apparently a rarity. Nick and Sue were

By their own admission Nick and Sue are
both doers so, as well as project managing
their build whilst working full time, they
were also happy to get stuck in and do some
of the physical jobs themselves. They fitted
the insulation and ran the cables for the
sound system, which reaches into every
room of the new property. They also laid
the wooden floor in the dining room and
erected the beautiful gazebo in the garden.
The Juliet balcony in the master bedroom
The Prices worked hard to keep the site
ensures the space is drenched in sunshine,
organised and tidy (notwithstanding the
as well as benefitting from great views
mud) which helped to keep the works
running smoothly. They even learned how to drive dumper trucks.
touches, such as picking out soft furnishings and planning the
Nick demolished the bungalow himself at the end of the project.
decorative scheme. For Nick, the construction side of things was
Hoping to recoup some of the costs by selling the salvaged materials, both exciting and rewarding. “I wish we had done this 10 years ago,”
he carefully and methodically removed the roof tiles before realising he says, although he freely admits the biggest thing he learned
that the time involved wasn’t going to be worth the potentially minor during the process is that he is 58 - not 28.

Useful contacts
DESIGN, PLANNING & TIMBER FRAME Potton 01767 676400 www.potton.co.uk ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR RWE Electrical 07884 493293
BUILDING MATERIALS Buildbase 0345 685 4467 www.buildbase.co.uk ROOFER Beacon Roofing 01483 202828 www.beaconroofing.co.uk SCAFFOLDING
RS Cane Scaffolding 07836 259399 PV SOLAR PANELS Solstice Energy 020 8789 4717 www.solsticeenergy.co.uk MVHR Regavent 01767 600499
www.regavent.co.uk RAINWATER GOODS Yeoman Rainguard 0113 279 5854 www.rainguard.co.uk PLASTERING & RENDERING J Murphy 07774 457390
SANITARYWARE Bathstore 01256 814441 www.bathstore.com KITCHEN & UTILITY ROOM Howdens www.howdens.com MUCKAWAY & CONCRETE
SUPPLY Chambers Recycling 01483 504595 www.chambers-group.co.uk
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Solar panels...
Nick and Sue’s electricity is powered by a photovoltaic (PV) array
on their roof. They opted for a setup built flush into the tiles rather
than having a system fitted on top. This has provided clean lines
and a subtle appearance. Although this style costs more, it doesn’t
R e n e wa ble
involve the double battens needed to support standard solar
panels. The Prices are happy with the arrangement, although a
problem with the solar panel inverter, which is now fixed, means that so far
they have not yet had a full year of uninterrupted supply to gauge the cost benefits.

TOTAL BUILD COST BREAKDOWN

Floor plans
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Cost m2 Cost %

Total cost

Preliminaries (incl. design,
planning & surveys)

£48

3%

£13,000

Foundations & drainage

£226

14%

£61,000

Scaffolding

£35

2%

£9,500

Timber frame, joinery, doors,
windows & staircase

£520

32%

£140,500

Roof structure, covering
& rainwater goods

£104

6%

£28,000

Solar panels

£35

2%

£9,500

Floor screed & internal plastering

£48

3%

£13,000

Construction of external block
walls, chimney & fireplace
(incl. external quoins & sills)

£119

7%

£32,000

External Rendering

£44

3%

£12,000

Plumbing & heating
(incl. bathroom & kitchen)

£181

11%

£49,000

Electrics incl. IT, Hipsmart music
network, TV & security system

£104

6%

£28,000

Floor & wall tiling

£20

1%

£5,500

Decorating

£19

1%

£5,000

Car port & workshop

£82

5%

£22,000

Fees (project consultant)

£26

2%

£7,000

External works (incl.
landscaping, patios & drive)

£31

2%

£8,500

Miscellaneous

£6

<1%

£1,500

Grand total			

£445,000

Note: The costs shown here reflect the original prices for materials, labour
and services at the time this project was undertaken. As a general guide,
inflation in the construction market runs at about 3%-4% per annum.
House plans re-created using
Build It 3D Home Designer software.
www.buildit.co.uk/3dsoftware
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